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John’s Te Awamutu-based company runs 
four Deere forage harvesters. The most 
recent are a 759-hp 9700 model, which was 
new last year, and an 8600 model. The other 
two are from the earlier 7000 Series.

All of the company’s forage harvesters are 
wide body machines.

“The wide body models have a slightly 
wider cutter head and more overall capacity. 
To cope with that extra capacity, they have a 
more powerful driveline and are built strong-
er,” he says.

“John Deere took a big step up when they 
introduced the 8000 Series. They redesigned 
the driveline and crop flow and gave them 
bigger engines. They are more productive, 
more comfortable to operate and more fuel 
efficient than earlier models.

“The new 9700 is basically an up-graded 
version of the wide body 8600. We bought 
it because we liked how the wider 8600 
worked. We wanted to stay with the wide 
body to use the same parts and kernel pro-
cessor.

“One big change is the 9700 has a 24-litre, 
V12 Liebherr engine, whereas the 8600 has 
a Deere engine. The Liebherr is a completely 
different concept. It is a low rev engine and it 
does a good job of driving the kernel proces-
sor and wider cutter head.”

John Deere 9000 Series forage harvest-
ers have variable header drive. The header 
speed is automatically synchronised with the 
feeding speed and length of chop through a 
hydrostatic IVT drive system.
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This ensures a gentle and even crop transfer 
from the header into the machine without dis-
rupting the crop flow.

John says the 9700 has a better ability to 
handle and process high volumes of grass. 
His son, Michael, drove it last season and he 
really enjoyed it.

The bulk silage side of John Austin Ltd 
makes grass and maize silage for a mix of 
dairy and sheep-and-beef farmers in western 
Waikato.

Their 9700 forage harvester runs a 12-row 
Kemper maize front and 3m-wide grass 
pickup. When harvesting maize, the Austin 
machines are equipped with Scherer kernel 
processors and can do long-length ‘shred-
lage’ if the farmer wants it.

“The Scherer kernel processors are reliable 

and durable and do an awesome job. Our 
Deere forage harvesters deliver excellent cut 
quality and we can give our customers any 
length of cut they want,” John says.

“We use GPS to do yield mapping with the 
forage harvesters. We provide yield maps to 
all of our customers.

“Our newer forage harvesters have Har-
vestLab NIR sensors so we can also give the 
customers a breakdown of the crop’s dry 
matter content and the quality of the sugar, 
starch, protein and fibre if they want it. We 
mainly do that when harvesting maize, 
although we can do it for grass if someone 
really wants it.”

John Austin Ltd offers a full range of con-
tracting services – spraying, spreading, cul-
tivation, seeding, precision planting, grain 
harvesting and baling. 

John says he opted for John Deere SPFHs 
when he added a fine chop service to the 
contracting business because he already ran 
green tractors and combine harvesters. He 
was happy with his other Deere equipment’s 
performance, so he stuck with the brand.

Also, he gets outstanding service from his 
local John Deere dealer, AgrowQuip.

“AgrowQuip is passionate about self-pro-
pelled forage harvesters. They have mechan-
ics who live and breathe John Deere forage 
harvesters. The service department is very 
enthusiastic and they do a great job of back-
ing us up.

“We are also fortunate to work with product 
specialist Chris Hughes. Chris really looks 
after us.”  

WIDE BODY JOHN DEERE SPFHS HAVE A 
WIDER CUTTER HEAD, MORE CAPACITY, 

AND BEEFED-UP DRIVELINE.

TO HARVEST MAIZE, THE AUSTINS’ JOHN DEERE 
9700 RUNS A KEMPER MAIZE FRONT AND SCHERER 
KERNEL PROCESSOR.
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